The Debate with the Royal Chaplain

hardly have escaped the fire. Should he then listen further to this
heathen monk? No, he would tell him flatly what he thought of
his doctrines. 'Your exposition is meaningless/ he broke out, *but
one thing is perfectly clear: if you continue to believe your
Buddha's false statements, you will go after death to the hell where
he lives.'

The Chaplain was on the point of making a tart reply, when the
King motioned to him to be silent. * Father/ he said to the Friar,
' it has been a pleasure to hear you argue, but you are still weak
after your fever and ought not to overtire yourself. When you are
stronger I will getyou to have a debate with the Arch-Abbot of the
Order, the Shitthaung Hpongri. He is an ecclesiastic of greater
scholarship than your present opponent.'

Saying this with an inimitable dignity and politeness, he made
the sign that the audience was at an end. The curtain was drawn
across and hid him from view.
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